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FROM THE CHAIR 
ROSS BLACKMAN

A couple of years ago, in these very pages, I expressed 
the hope that our new normal would be more fun and 
that our yacht clubs would thrive in the coming years.

It was at the end of my first year as Yachting New 
Zealand chair and president and around the time the country 
was starting to see an easing of restrictions in our response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

It feels appropriate then, as my term comes to an end, 
that I reflect on what I believe life has been like for our sailing 
community in the immediate post-Covid era.

In some ways that “new normal” has been all too familiar, 
and there’s no denying that the past year has continued to ask 
a lot of our clubs and our members.

While the buoyancy of the marine community was evident 
during the pandemic years, due largely to the closing of New 
Zealand’s borders, some of that has evaporated over the past 
12 months.

I believe this is due to a combination of some terrible 
weather experienced in much of the North Island and the 
financial hangover from the pandemic. 

The latter cannot be underestimated because while our 
sailing family in the south escaped the brunt of the adverse 
weather events last summer, all Kiwis would have felt the cost-
of-living pinch in one way or another.

This period of self-reflection has, at times, been a 
confronting exercise as I grappled with questions like what, if 
anything, the Yachting New Zealand Board could have done 

differently.
I’m sure this is a question many club committees would have 

asked of themselves too, as the past season wound down and 
planning started for the new one.

Uncomfortable as it may be, I believe it is a question that 
must be asked, as constantly measuring our success is critical to 
ensuring we get our mix of services right. After all, the Yachting 
New Zealand Board doesn’t only represent our yacht clubs, but 
we are ultimately answerable to all yacht club members as well.

I am pleased to report that despite these environmental and 
cost pressures, Yachting New Zealand’s finances are healthy, 
and our club membership numbers have remained relatively 
steady – thanks in no small part to our club committees, those 
people who keep our sport vibrant through their selfless 
contributions.

As we continue to deal with the lingering effects of Covid 
and the promise of more climate-induced setbacks we also face 
an alarming new threat – one for which there is no vaccine and 
that no amount of belt-tightening can remedy.

In July, Biosecurity New Zealand announced it was taking 
“immediate action” following the discovery of exotic caulerpa 
around Kawau Island in the Hauraki Gulf.

It followed only weeks after the introduction of an anchoring 
ban across a large section of the Bay of Islands when two 
species of the invasive seaweed - Caulerpa brachypus and 
Caulerpa parvifolia – were found across some 200 hectares in 
the region.

Back to contents
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The ban means it is 
illegal to fish or anchor a 
vessel in an area of the 
Te Rāwhiti inlet, with 
similar controls already 
in place at Aotea Great 
Barrier Island and Great 
Mercury Island.

These activities are 
now prohibited in an area 
covering the equivalent 
of more than 1550 rugby 
fields.

As a big-boat sailor and 
Russell local I understand 
the disappointment at 
the ban, but the reality 
is that this is a make-or-
break moment in the fight against exotic caulerpa that, if left 
unchecked, could have dire consequences for these regions. 

Opinion is divided on whether full eradication in our unique 
marine environment is achievable, but we know that some 
locations – such as the Newport and San Diego marinas in 
California – have been able to eliminate invasive caulerpa by 
acting fast and introducing strict measures.

The Bay of Islands and Hauraki Gulf are two of the jewels 
in New Zealand’s boating crown and to avoid losing them as a 
cruising, diving, or fishing location we must turn to the science 
– and the science says boat anchors, divers’ actions and fishing 

equipment contribute 
significantly to its spread.

While caulerpa could 
be one of the biggest 
challenges we face in the 
next 12 months, it almost 
certainly won’t be the only 
one. This makes it even 
more important to have 
a strong governing body 
to advocate on behalf of 
members and to help keep 
our clubs on an even keel.

This is a role that 
Yachting New Zealand 
takes very seriously.

Perhaps that should 
also be a key consideration 

when we look back at the year that’s been. 
Instead of questioning whether we have made enough 

progress as a sailing community, we should be celebrating the 
fact that, despite more significant challenges, we find ourselves 
no worse off than before.

Perhaps, that is what success looks like – at least while we 
continue to traverse our new normal.
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FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
DAVID ABERCROMBIE

I remember the mix of excitement and slight trepidation I 
felt when I got on a sailboat for the first time. I was nine, 
and my older brother and I pushed off from Castor Bay one 
late-summer afternoon, in a little double-handed dinghy we’d 

spent many months saving up for.
Ever since that day, sailing and the New Zealand 

summer have been synonymous to me. Although 
some of the summers since have offered better 
sailing than others, nothing quite compares to 
the summer of 2023.

In a message to clubs in early February, I 
urged members to prepare as best they could 
as the country braced for Cyclone Gabrielle.

At the time, none of us knew when, where, or 
even if the storm would make landfall. However, 
the devastation is still visible in many places across 
the country.

Our yachting community wasn’t spared either. Gabrielle 
struck only a few short weeks after the Auckland Anniversary 
Day flooding battered our biggest city – while many across the 
North Island were still dealing with the effects of Cyclone Hale 
barely a month before.

During the January floods, Murrays Bay lost its boat ramp and 

a part of the seawall. Milford Cruising Club suffered significant 
damage to its clubhouse, and at French Bay, the Coastguard 
building adjacent to the yacht club was destroyed by a slip with 
recovery efforts severely hampered by closed roads and a lack 

of fresh water.
In Wairoa, communities were cut off from 
the outside world for days after bridges and 

communication networks collapsed. Eight 
months on, thick layers of mud and silt around 
the yacht club remain a silent testament of 
Gabrielle’s wrath.

Storms also caused havoc elsewhere in the 
country. Bay of Islands Yacht Club members 

rescued a stranded boatie from a swollen 
Waitangi River in February, and at least one boat 

was wrecked at Nelson Yacht Club in May.
Few were more severely affected by sea-level rises 

and storm surges than Mercury Bay Boating Club in Whitianga. 
The loss of 14m of its foreshore left its historic club building 
teetering on the water’s edge before being moved 25m inland.

Yet, despite the unprecedented devastation, for me, the one 
lasting image from the past year is not one of ruin or loss, but 
the one on the cover of this year’s annual report. An image of a 

Despite the 
unprecedented 

devastation, for me, the 
one lasting image from the 

past year is not one of 
ruin or loss

Photo: Mike Scott, NZ Herald
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volunteer, one of many who responded in Mercury Bay’s hour of 
need, waist-deep in the crashing waves, battling to save the club 
from the sea.

That same spirit shone through during the challenges of 
Covid-19. It was also evident at our club conference in May, the 
first in its in-person format for five years. Having club leaders 
young and old from across the country at the same 
venue, brainstorming solutions to the challenges 
facing our clubs in 2023, and seeing the 
vigour, resourcefulness, and passion with 
which they operate was humbling. 

We recognise the environmental 
pressures of the past year, as well as 
those we’re yet to experience.

As a group, we need to work together. 
Small changes can make an immediate 
difference, and one way to do this is 
by adopting Yachting New Zealand’s 
environmental strategy, including our Clean 
Club programme. This initiative has gone 
from strength to strength with nine clubs already 
certified as clean clubs and many others on their way 
to receiving their first stars.

Another valuable tool is our Moanamana programme, the 
third module in our RŪNĀ school engagement framework. It 
is designed to equip schools, kura, and their communities in 
marine ecosystem restoration projects and was launched during 
New Zealand’s first SailGP event at Naval Point Yacht Club in 
March.

Ensuring your club has adequate cover when faced with 
extreme weather events is also more critical than ever. We are 
grateful to have the support of our partners at Aon, whose club 
insurance scheme continues to offer significant savings and 

support to members in times of need.
The climate crisis isn’t the only significant difficulty clubs have 

had to deal with, as Kiwis continue to feel the squeeze from 
global economic headwinds. This has directly contributed to 
what is likely to be a slight reduction in membership numbers 

this year – the first we have seen in four years.
Despite this, Yachting New Zealand staff continue 

to work tirelessly to represent and support the 
needs of yachties and boaties in many ways, 

as set out in this video.
Over the past 12 months, we’ve said 

goodbye to a few stalwarts – Beth Orton, 
Angus Willison, and Michael Brown – who 
have moved on after many years. Angela 
Jordan, Eduan Roos, and Alisa Torgersen 
have joined the team.

I would also like to acknowledge 
the contributions of our outgoing board 

members Sarah Meikle, Viki Moore, and 
chair Ross Blackman. I believe the success of 

an organisation reflects the strength of its board, 
and their dedication and leadership have played a big 

hand in keeping our sport thriving during some of the most 
demanding years I can recall.

Hopefully, less time in the boardroom means more time on 
the water for Ross, Sarah, and Viki. 

That is also my wish for all members, as we head into spring 
– that the summer of 2024 be remembered for all the right 
reasons and bring with it fairer winds and following seas.

Back to contents
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club has adequate 

cover when faced with 
extreme weather events is 

also more critical than ever. We 
are grateful to have the support of 
our partners at Aon, whose club 
insurance scheme continues to 

offer significant savings and 
support to members in 

times of need.
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NORTHLAND 
Bay of Islands Yacht Club 
Dargaville Yacht Club 
Kerikeri Cruising Club 
Mangonui Cruising Club 
Marsden Yacht and Boat Club 
Onerahi Yacht Club 
Opua Cruising Club 
Russell Boating Club 
Sandspit Yacht Club 
Taipa Sailing Club
Tutukaka Coast Youth Sailing Club
Whangarei Cruising Club 

AUCKLAND 
Bucklands Beach Yacht Club 
Clarks Beach Yacht Club 
Clearwater Cove Yacht Club 
Devonport Yacht Club 
French Bay Boating Club 
Glendowie Boating Club 
Gulf Harbour Yacht Club 
Hobsonville Yacht Club 
Howick Sailing Club 
Kohimarama Yacht Club 
Manly Sailing Club 
Manukau Yacht and Motorboat Club 
Maraetai Sailing Club 
Milford Cruising Club 
Murrays Bay Sailing Club 
New Zealand Multihull Yacht Club 
Northcote Birkenhead Yacht Club 
Pakuranga Sailing Club 
Panmure Lagoon Sailing Club 
Panmure Yacht and Boating Club 
Pine Harbour Cruising Club 
Point Chevalier Sailing Club 
Ponsonby Cruising Club 
Pupuke Boating Club 
Richmond Yacht Club 
Royal Akarana Yacht Club 
Royal New Zealand Navy Sailing Club 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron 
Short Handed Sailing Association 
Taikata Sailing Club 
Takapuna Boating Club 
Tamaki Yacht Club 
Torbay Sailing Club 
Waiheke Boating Club 
Waiuku Yacht Club 
Wakatere Boating Club 
Weiti Boating Club 
Weymouth Yacht Club 

WAIKATO / THAMES 
Cambridge Yacht and Motorboat Club 
Hamilton Yacht Club 
Mercury Bay Boating Club
Ngaroto Sailing Club 
Thames Sailing Club 
Waikato Yacht Squadron  

BAY OF PLENTY 
BOP Trailer Yacht Squadron 
Lake Taupō Yacht Club 
Mt Maunganui Yacht Club 
Port Ohope Yacht Club 
Rotorua Yacht Club 
Tauranga Yacht and Powerboat Club 

EAST COAST NI
Gisborne Yacht Club 
Napier Sailing Club 
Wairoa Yacht Club 

WESTERN DISTRICTS 
New Plymouth Yacht Club 
Waitara Boating Club 
Wanganui Sailing Club

WELLINGTON 
Evans Bay Yacht and Motorboat Club 
Heretaunga Boating Club 
Lowry Bay Yacht Club 
Muritai Yacht Club 
Paremata Boating Club 
Plimmerton Boating Club 
Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club 
Titahi Bay Boating Club 
Worser Bay Boating Club

2022/23 
CLUBS

Opua Cruising Club 

Wakatere Boating Club

Back to contents

Kohimarama Yacht Club, 

Taipa Sailing Club
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NELSON/MARLBOROUGH 
Motueka Yacht and Cruising Club 
Nelson Yacht Club 
Queen Charlotte Yacht Club 
Tasman Bay Cruising Club 
Waikawa Boating Club 

CANTERBURY 
Akaroa Yacht Club 
Charteris Bay Yacht Club 
Christchurch Yacht Club 
Mount Pleasant Yacht Club 
Naval Point Club Lyttelton 
Pigeon Bay Boating Club 
Pleasant Point Yacht Club 
Stewarts Gully Sailing Club 
Timaru Yacht and Powerboat Club 
Waimakiriri Sailing Club 

WEST COAST SI
Lake Brunner Yacht and Powerboat Club 
Lake Mahinapua Aquatic Club 

OTAGO 
Broad Bay Boating Club 
Lake Dunstan Boat Club 
Macandrew Bay Boating Club 
Otago Yacht Club 
Owaka Yacht Club 
Port Chalmers Yacht Club 
Ravensbourne Boating Club 
Vauxhall Yacht Club 
Wanaka Yacht Club

SOUTHLAND 
Bluff Yacht Club 
Marakura Yacht Club 
Riverton Sailing Club 
Wakatipu Yacht Club

2022/23

CLUBS

Back to contents
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29er Class Association of NZ
3.7 Owners Association
49er Association of NZ
Classic Yacht Association of NZ
Elliott 5.9 Class Association
Europe Dinghy Class NZ
Farr 1020 Owners Association
Flying Fifteen NZ Inc. Association
H28 Yacht Owners Association
Hartley 16 Class Association
International 470 Class Association of NZ
The International Moth Class Association of NZL
The International Nacra 17 Class Association of NZ Inc
J14 Class Association
Javelin Class Owners Association
Magic 25 Class Association
Marauder 8.4 Owners Association
MRX Yachting Ltd
Noelex 22 Trailer Yacht Association
Noelex 25 Trailer Yacht Owners Association
NZ 18 Foot Skiff Association
NZ 420 Class Association
NZ A-Class Catamaran Association
NZ Finn Association
NZ Hansa Class Association
NZ Hobie Class Association
NZ International Etchells Class Association

NZ International Flying Dutchman Association
NZ International Optimist Dinghy Association
NZ International Tornado Association
NZ Kite Racing Association
NZ Laser Association
NZ OK Dinghy Association
NZ O’pen Skiff Association
NZ Paper Tiger Owners Association
NZ Radio Yachting Association
NZ RS Feva Association
NZ R Class Squadron
NZ Sunburst Association
NZ Team Sailing Association
P Class New Zealand
Reactor Yachting Association Inc
Ross 780 Owners Association
Starling Class New Zealand
Stewart 34 Owners Association
Townson 32 Owners Association
Waszp Association of New Zealand Inc
Weta Sailing Association Inc
Windfoil New Zealand
Wingfoil New Zealand
Young 88 Owners Association of NZ Inc
Zephyr Owners Association

 
CLASS ASSOCIATIONS

Back to contents
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LIFE MEMBERS 
Aaron McIntosh
Adrienne Greenwood
Alex Maloney
Barbara Kendall
Blair Tuke
Bruce Kendall
Chris Bouzaid
Craig Monk
Dean Barker
Derry Godbert
Don Cowie
Grant Beck
Grant Dalton
Greg Knowles
Jan Dawson
Janet Watkins
Jan Shearer
Jim Park
Jo Aleh
Joe Butterfield MNZM
John Cutler
John Faire
John Street
Kevin Shoebridge
Leslie Egnot
Martin Foster
Matteo de Nora
Molly Meech
Neville Crichton
Peter Burling
Peter Dawson
Peter Montgomery
Polly Powrie
Ralph Roberts
Rex Sellers
Rod Davis
Sam Meech
Sir Colin Giltrap
Sir Russell Coutts
Sir Stephen Tindall
Terry Nicholas
Tom Ashley
Trevor Geldard

PERSONAL MEMBERS 
Andrew Knowles
Colette Kraus
David Abercrombie
Des Brennan
Doug Elder
Ernie Henshaw
Graeme Kendall MNZM
Graeme Robinson
Harry Dodson
Ian Clouston
John Parrish
Joyce Talbot
Richard Brabant
Rob Herries
Russell Green
Tony Brown
Tony Kendall

COMMERCIAL MARITIME 
MEMBERS 
888 Yachting Limited
Great Escape Yacht Charters
Island Cruising New Zealand
Learn2Sail
Oceania Medical Ltd
Sail Nelson
Sailing Away School of Sailing
Seawise Boating Education Ltd
Skipper Training NZ

NON-COMMERCIAL 
MARITIME MEMBERS 
Akarana Marine Sports Charitable Trust
Auckland Anniversary Regatta
Bay of Islands Sailing Week
Bay of Plenty Disabled Sailing Trust
Bay of Plenty Sailing Academy Trust
Blind Sailing NZ
International Order of the Blue Gavel
Kerikeri High School Sailing Academy
Live Ocean Foundation
Nelson Bays Youth Team Racing Association
NZ Open Team Racing Association
NZ Sailing Trust
NZ Schools Waterwise Inc
NZ Trailer Yacht Association
RNZ Coastguard Boating Education
Sail Northland Charitable Trust
Sailability Auckland
Sailability Northland Trust
Sailability Otago
Sailability Taranaki
Sailability Tauranga Charitable Trust
Sailability Wellington Trust
Sailability Whanganui
Sea Education Aotea Charitable Trust
Sir Peter Blake Marine Education
and Recreation Centre
Te Ara Moana Trust
The Scout Association of New Zealand
Tup Radford Intercollegiate
Wellington Youth Sailing Trust
Youth Sailing Academy Colville Inc
Youthtown

 
MEMBERS

Back to contents
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Eoin McGlynn is a young sailor and budding environmentalist 
from Queenstown’s Wakatipu Yacht Club.

He was also part of the Blake Inspire for Sailors class 
of 2023 – a group of young Kiwis selected for a five-day 

programme designed to better understand the crisis facing our 
environment.

The initiative, now in its fourth year, is a collaboration 
between Blake NZ and Yachting New Zealand aimed at 
equipping young sailors with the tools to help them lead change 
at their local clubs and in their communities.

Earlier this year, Eoin and 20 other Year 11-13 students spent 
two-and-a-half days on board Steinlager 2, visiting several 
special places in Auckland’s Hauraki Gulf and meeting members 
of Emirates Team New Zealand, High Performance Sport NZ, and 
leading environmental scientists and engineers.

When asked what his highlight from the week was, Eoin had 
no hesitation: “Being a young environmentalist can be isolating, 
so it’s been incredible to get this opportunity to connect with 20 
other people my age, with a shared passion for sailing and the 
sea.”

“Connecting” was echoed in the feedback of many others in 
the group, and it has also been the focus of much of the work 
we’ve done at Yachting New Zealand over the past year.

With Covid-19 lockdowns and restrictions now firmly in our 
wake, reconnecting with our respective communities has been 
a priority – starting with our biennial face-to-face survey with 
clubs, led by our four regional development managers.

This was a valuable opportunity to better understand what 

clubs’ needs are in 2023 and how we can best support them in 
meeting those. It also allowed us to set common goals, many 
of which have already been achieved, and planning is well 
underway to repeat the survey next year.

We are supporting and developing our new coaches 
differently following an extensive review of our existing 
programmes. It was conducted with the help of Sport New 
Zealand’s Sport Development Fund to improve junior sailor 
development and the coach development structure supporting 
it.

The review compared Yachting New Zealand’s current 
offerings with those from other sporting organisations and 
included feedback from member clubs.

We’ve also made it easier for coaches, race officials, and 
club volunteers to upskill by moving our training resources 
to a new online platform. Previously hosted on the Bracken 
software management system, our online learning platform 
called Embark has switched to a new hosting platform – Sport 
Tutor. For users, this simply means access to a greater range of 
opportunities to learn and develop their skills at a time, place 
and pace that suits them.

The move to Sport Tutor was one of the many topics of 
discussion during our club conference at Bucklands Beach Yacht 
Club in May. The conference was back in its in-person format 
for the first time since 2018 and for many of the club leaders 
present it was their first opportunity to connect with others 
from across the country.

Delegates from several clubs also expressed an interest in 

FROM THE NATIONAL SPORT  
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
RAYNOR HAAGH

Photo: Blake NZ
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taking the first steps on their environmental journey by joining 
Yachting New Zealand’s Clean Club programme this year.

Twenty-six clubs have already signed up, with nine 
now fully certified.

Apart from the obvious benefits, the 
Clean Club initiative is also creating a 
pathway for younger club members 
into yachting’s governance structures 
as they are generally very 
passionate about the environment 
and active in sustainability efforts.

We’ve seen RŪNĀ go from 
strength to strength with 
the launch of Kōrinorino in 
December and Moanamana 
during the New Zealand debut of 
SailGP in Christchurch in March 
following a successful earlier trial at 
Wellington’s Worser Bay Boating Club.

Moanamana is the third and final 
instalment in our groundbreaking school 
engagement framework and the attention 
now shifts from introducing the programme 
to supporting clubs to deliver it and connect with key 
stakeholders in their communities.

We also completed a review of our women and girls in sailing 
strategy – four years after its creation. While we have experienced 
some growth in the number of female sailors in the sport, 
inequalities remain, with women and girls representing less than 
30% of Yachting New Zealand’s club membership.

As part of our ongoing efforts to grow a confident and 
connected female sailing community, we have refined the 

strategy to have an even crisper focus on highlighting 
pathways, removing barriers, and improving 

visibility for wāhine.  
This year has seen the welcome 
addition of two new women-only 

regattas to the domestic sailing 
calendar, events we know have 
the potential to attract new and 
returning female participants to 
the sport.

Increased gender and ethnic 
diversity among our member 
clubs is one of Yachting New 
Zealand’s key strategic pillars but 

while we have come some way with 
the former, our journey with the 

latter has only started.
Finally, I would like to thank our many 

volunteers, who are the lifeblood of our 
clubs and the unsung heroes of our sport – on 

and off the water.
Without the time, knowledge, and skills of these people 

yachting and boating in New Zealand would not survive.
Thank you, 

Back to contents
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With the Olympic Games only 10 months away, the 
focus of New Zealand’s leading sailors now shifts 
from qualifying as many boats and 
boards as possible for the country 

to stepping up as medal contenders.  
Locking in places on the Olympic 

start lines for the 49er, 49erFX, 
Nacra 17, ILCA 7, and the men’s 
and women’s windfoil has been a 
significant tick in this process. 

We have quite an exciting year 
ahead and with relatively new, 
developing teams we are in a race 
against time.

The simple fact is you can’t 
circumvent experience and racing 
at that world-class level and under 
pressure is the fastest way for our sailors 
to learn and grow.

Of the sailors campaigning for Paris, only 
one crew – Micah Wilkinson and Erica Dawson – have 
competed as a team at the Olympics before, and though Jo 

Aleh and Molly Meech have a combined five Games under their 
belts, they have only been sailing together in the 49erFX for a 

little over 18 months. 
A raft of top-10 and top-five results so far this 
season suggest we are moving in the right 

direction, and George Gautrey’s world 
champs bronze is the culmination of a lot 

of good work.
The challenge now is to ensure we 

keep making the performance gains 
and with several classes contesting 
Olympic selection, we don’t want to 
lose focus on what it takes to perform 
in Marseille and the conditions we are 

likely to encounter next year.  
The value for all nations of competing 

at the Olympic test event in July was critical.
For us, Marseille is ground zero, and while 

many other countries prioritised the world 
championships in The Hague only a few weeks later, 

we made a strategic decision to spend as much time at the 
same venue where Olympic sailing will take place next year.

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND  
HIGH PERFORMANCE DIRECTOR 
IAN STEWART

13Back to contents Photos: Sailing Energy
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It could have backfired – if 
we hadn’t managed to secure the early 
qualification spots at the worlds – but it was a 
calculated risk and I believe it was the right one. 

It is hard to compare our progress this year to 
the same stage before the Tokyo Games as Tokyo was 
heavily impacted by Covid-19, with our sailors 
confined to New Zealand and unable to engage 
with the rest of the sailing world in the 
build-up to the event. 

The postponement of the 
2020 Olympics by a year has also 
meant this preparation cycle has 
been considerably shorter but, in some 
ways, we are in a better position this 
time round as we have had regular 
international competition. 

A few years ago, we set 
about developing a world-leading 
high-performance programme to 
attract, retain and develop Kiwi sailors, and 
though we continue to make great strides toward that 
goal, we know there is a long way to go. 

Balanced people make better sailors and 
while we are focused on doing well next year, 

we believe success isn’t only defined by medals at 
pinnacle events. 

For a small number of sailors, Marseille may be the apex 
of their careers, but for many others it’s only the start of their 

journey. 
Much of the work we do over the next 10 
months will be aimed at ensuring we are in a 

prime position when that first start gun fires 
in France. 

At the same time though, we can’t lose 
sight of the fact that continuing to build 
a healthy high-performance ecosystem 
gives us a much better chance of breeding 
champions on and off the water long after 

the last national anthem has played. 

2023 NZL SAILING TEAM 
49er:  Logan Dunning Beck and Oscar Gunn;  

Isaac McHardie and Will McKenzie.
49erFX: Jo Aleh and Molly Meech; Alex Maloney and Olivia Hobbs.
Nacra 17: Micah Wilkinson and Erica Dawson.
ILCA 7 (Laser): George Gautrey; Tom Saunders.
Women’s windfoil: Veerle ten Have.

AON FAST TRACK PROGRAMME
49er:  Seb Menzies and George Lee Rush; Sam Morgan  

and Pat Morgan; Blake McGlashan and Scott McKenzie.
ILCA 7 (Laser): Caleb Armit.
Men’s windfoil: Josh Armit; Thomas Crook.

Photos: Sailing Energy
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The number of people 
who have accessed the 
Coaching 101 course on 

Embark this year

136
Yacht inspectors  
in New Zealand

30

The number of people who have 
completed the intro to race  
officiating course on Embark

20
Category 1 yacht  

inspections  
this year

154
The number of people who 

completed the club race  
officers course on Embark

35

There are now 756 
qualified coaches in 

New Zealand

756

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND
COACHES, RACE OFFICIALS  
& YACHT INSPECTORS

15Back to contents

The number of qualified race 
officials in New Zealand

156
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 CLASS/EVENT WINNER
 29er  Sean Kensington and Rowan Kensington/Tessa Clinton and Nicola Hume
 420  Joe Leith and Josh Ferrissey
 470 mixed  Derek Scott and Rebecca Hume
 49er  Campbell Stanton and Will Shapland
 49erFX  Alex Maloney and Olivia Hobbs
 Elliott 5.9  Nick Bastow, Matthew Stuart and James Glidde (Shapeshifter)
 Etchell  Anatole Masfen, Simon Cooke and Matt Kelway (Cruel Jane)  
 Europe  Antje Muller
 Farr 3.7  Paul Moriarty
 Farr 1020   Joe Brownlee, Chris Skinner, Mark McDuff, Rhett Jefferies,  

Sara Ashcroft and Mark Hodges (Shokran)
 RS Feva  David Ferris and Cameron Ferris/Erin Kee and Isla Kee
 Finn  Karl Purdie
 Hansa 303  Tony Vaka
 Hartley 16  Craig Canute and Caleb Birrell (Hartley Moving)
 International Moth  Jake Pye
 Kitefoiling  Lochy Naismith/Justina Kitchen
 ILCA 7  Luke Deegan
 ILCA 6  Annabelle Rennie-Younger/George Pilkington
 J14  Chris Main
 Magic 25  Brent Gribble, Andy Stone, Ben Walkley and William Gorter
 Noelex22  Tristin Ornsby, Joel Ornsby and Ben Ornsby
 Noelex 25  Derek Dunbar and crew
 NZ Trailer Yacht  Craig Welsh and Andrew May
 NZ Youth Match Racing  Josh Hyde, Jack Manning, Zach Fong and Cody Coughlan (Yosemite Sam)
 OK Dinghy  Steve McDowell
 O’pen Skiff  Ewan Brazle/Lucy Millar
 Open Team Sailing   Josh Edmonds, Harrison Carver, Jamie Catchpole, Rebecca Fleet,  

Kaitlyn Turner and Luis Schneider (Thievery)
 Optimist  Will Mason/Greta Hutton
 P-Class  Oli Stone/Bella Jenkins
 Paper Tiger  Dave Shaw
 R-Class  Paul Roe and Malcolm Snowdon
 Ross 780  Richard Hawkins (Chaos)
 Secondary Schools Keelboat   Sean Kensington, Rowan Kensington, James Buckland Blair,  

Tom Pilkington and George Pilkington (Auckland Grammar School)
 Secondary Schools Team   Lucas Day, Sam Clarke, Ethan Fong, Isaac Gaites, Robbie Wooldridge, Flinn 

Olson, Jago Cleghorn, Leo Jeffrey (Westlake Boys’ High School)/Daniella Wool-
dridge, Emily Turner, Jess Handley, Gretel Satterthwaite, Bella Jenkins, Emma 
Reid, Danielle Robertson, Zara Latimer (Westlake Girls’ High School)

 Starling  Will Mason/Kate Rasmussen
 Starling Match Racing  Winston Liesebach
 Sunburst  Matt Neale and Holly Neale
 Waszp  Sam Street/Elise Beavis
 Windfoiling  Josh Armit/Veerle ten Have
 Wingfoiling  Josh Armit/Aimee Bright
 Young 88   Harry Thurston, Sam Barnett, Taylor Balogh, Matt Kempkers,  

Thomas Olds and Thomas Bentham, Johnny Bell (Danger Zone)
 Zephyr  Mark Orams/Amanda Hargreaves

2022/23 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

YACHTING  
NEW ZEALAND  

RECOGNISE THE  
FOLLOWING SAILORS  

AS THE NATIONAL  
CHAMPION OF EACH  

CLASS/NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP  
EVENT FOR THE 

2022/23 SEASON. 
CONGRATULATIONS  

TO ALL.

Back to contents

Annabelle Rennie-Younger

Erin Kee and Isla Kee
Tony Vaka

Will Mason
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AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE
Nik Burfoot (chair), Murray Brown, Jenna Hansen, John Butcher, Ross Blackman
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Dave Smith

CRUISING INSHORE AND OFFSHORE RACING COMMITTEE (CIORC)
Logan Fraser, Peter Henderson, Simon Hull, Simon Manning, Viki Moore,  
Mark Mulcare, Bob Still, Rob Shaw
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Raynor Haagh

COMMITTEE FOR SAILORS WITH DISABILITIES
Dave Allerton (chair), John Andrews, Tim Dempsey, Helena Horswell, Andrew May, Chris Sharp
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Raynor Haagh, Wayne Holdt

GOVERNANCE AND REMUNERATION COMMITTEE
Sarah Meikle (chair), Ross Blackman, Arabella Vennell, John Butcher

OLYMPIC AND HIGH PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE
John Clinton (chair), Jenny Armstrong, Grant Beck, Leslie Egnot,  
Dave Mackay, Andy Maloney, Ashton Welsh
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Ian Stewart

RACE OFFICIALS COMMITTEE
John Parrish (chair), Ian Clouston, Aaron Duncan, John Grace,  
Russell Green, Megan Kensington, John Rountree, Jamie Sutherland
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Raynor Haagh

2022/2023 
COMMITTEES

Back to contents
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 2022 AON YACHTING 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

ORBIT WORLD TRAVEL SAILOR OF THE YEAR
Tom Saunders
Saunders won the top prize for his achievements in the ILCA 7 
(Laser) over the preceding 12 months, which included becoming the 
first world champion in the class in almost three decades. Saunders’ 
form in recent years has positioned him well for a tilt at the 2024 
Paris Olympic Games.

AON FEMALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR
Elise Beavis
Beavis claimed her second Waszp world title in 2022, finishing more 
than 50 points ahead of her nearest rival on Lake Garda. She is also a 
former youth Olympian and a performance engineer with Emirates 
Team New Zealand, helping them win the America’s Cup in Bermuda 
in 2017 and defend it in Auckland in 2021.

AON MALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR
Tom Saunders
Saunders has been among the world’s leading Laser sailors since 
winning the 2021 ILCA 7 world championships - becoming only the 
second Kiwi to do so in the history of the class after Nik Burfoot 
in 1994. He followed it up with a fourth place at the 2022 world 
champs in Mexico, wedged between a string of other strong 

domestic and international results.

NZL SAILING FOUNDATION YOUNG 
FEMALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR
Helena Sanderson
Sanderson finished fifth with Cam McGlashan 
in the mixed Nacra 15 class at the youth sailing 
world championships in 2022 despite only 
sailing together for a few months. She was also 

invited to join Live Ocean Racing for a round of 
the ETF26 series when they finished second.

NZL SAILING FOUNDATION YOUNG  
MALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR
Seb Menzies and George Lee Rush
Menzies and Lee Rush teamed up at the end of 2021 and had 
immediate success - winning Kiel Week, the 29er European 
championships and the 49erFX junior world championships in  
their first major regatta in the boat. They have since moved into  
the 49er and have their sights firmly set on the 2028 Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles.

AON EMERGING TALENT AWARD 
Will Leech, Isla Barker
Leech and Barker won the 2022 Optimist 
national titles in Napier – Leech for the second 
consecutive year after also finishing second at 
the Auckland championships and third at the 

P-Class national champs. Barker was second at 
last year’s Auckland Anniversary Day Regatta.

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR 
Harold Bennett
Bennett, who is New Zealand’s first professional sailing coach, is best 
known for being the principal race officer for five America’s Cups 
between 2000 and 2013 but has officiated at countless international 
events over the years and is still heavily involved on the domestic 
circuit.

B&G COACH OF THE YEAR 
Mike Bullot
Bullot joined Tom Saunders as coach in 2021 and soon helped the 
ILCA 7 veteran to sixth at the 2021 European championships and the 
world title a month later. Saunders backed that up with fourth at the 
2022 world champs only six months later to climb to the top of the 
ILCA world rankings.

LAWSON’S DRY HILLS PRESIDENTS AWARD 
Queen Charlotte Yacht Club Redevelopment Committee
A band of dedicated members set about trying to rebuild the club, 
culminating in the development of modern, new clubrooms at 
Shelley Beach in Picton which is a hub for the local community and 
utilised by various other groups.

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND 
SUSTAINABILITY AWARD 
Delayne Salthouse
Salthouse played a leading hand in the 
development of Yachting New Zealand’s 
Clean Club programme – the first of its kind 
globally – utilising the Clean Regatta concept 
developed by Sailors for the Sea to create an 
easy-to-use template for clubs to become more 
sustainable.

NORTH SAILS SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 
Jeff O’Leary
O’Leary’s dedication and generosity to 
the Waimakariri Sailing Club’s community 
is unparalleled. He not only teaches 
youngsters how to sail but he also teaches 
them valuable life lessons, emphasising the 
importance of dedication, hard work, loyalty 
and respect.

VMG YOUNG LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Angus Wright
Despite his young age, Wright has been 
heavily involved with the management of the 
Torbay Sailing Club – running the website, 
membership database and for the last five 
editions managing all entries and results for 
the Sir Peter Blake Regatta.

Back to contents

Delayne Salthouse

Jeff O’Leary

Angus WrightIsla Barker

Helena Sanderson
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SERVICE AWARDS SUPPORTED  
BY BOATING NEW ZEALAND
Glen Church and Beverly Church (Stewarts Gully Sailing Club)
Allan Geddes and Fergus Thomson (French Bay Yacht Club)
Tony Kiff and Nina Kiff (Bay of Islands Sailing Week)
Last of the Summer Wine Company (Charteris Bay Yacht Club)
Lindsay McGregor (Sailability Auckland/The NZ Hansa Class 
Association)
David Nalder (Evans Bay Yacht and Motorboat Club)
Jeff O’Leary (Waimakariri Sailing Club)
Trust Aoraki (Aviemore Classic Regatta)
Robert Witham (Napier Sailing Club/NZIODA)
Ria Woollams and Lief Thomaes (Tutukaka Coast Youth Sailing Club)

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND YOUTH 
PERFORMANCE AWARDS SUPPORTED BY HARKEN
Caleb Armit (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) 3rd ILCA 6 youth world 
championships, 1st ILCA 6 Oceanbridge NZL Sailing Regatta, 1st ILCA 
6 national championships, 1st ILCA 6 Auckland championships.
Isla Barker (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) 1st female Optimist national 
championships, 2nd Auckland Anniversary Day Regatta.
Mattias Coutts (Manly Sailing Club) 3rd Moth Foiling Week, 2nd 
29er Oceanbridge NZL Sailing Regatta, 2nd Moth South Island 
championships.
Lucas Day and Sam Scott (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) 9th 420 
youth sailing world championships, 11th 420 Kiel Week, 1st 420 

Oceanbridge NZL Sailing Regatta,  1st 420 
North Island championships, 2nd 420 

national championships, 2nd 420 
Auckland championships.

Sean Kensington (Kohimarama 
Yacht Club) 1st Starling 
national championships, 
5th 29er Oceanbridge NZL 
Sailing Regatta, 5th 29er NZ 
national championships.
George Lee Rush (Wakatere 
Boating Club) and Seb 

Menzies (Murrays Bay 
Sailing Club) 1st 29er NZ 

national championships, 1st 
29er Oceanbridge NZL Sailing 

Regatta, 1st 29er Kiel Week,  1st 29er 
European Championships, 3rd 29er youth 

sailing world championships, 1st 49erFX junior 
world championships.

Will Leech (Charteris Bay Yacht 
Club) 1st Optimist national 

championships, 2nd Auckland 
championships, 3rd P-Class 

national championships.
Kate Rasmussen and 
Madison Russell (Maraetai 
Sailing Club) 1st female RS 
Feva world championships, 
1st RS Feva NZ national 
championships, 1st RS 

Feva New Zealand Traveller 
Series, 1st RS Feva winter 

championships.

Helena Sanderson (Bay of Islands 
Yacht Club) and Cam McGlashan 
(Murrays Bay Sailing Club) 5th 
Nacra 15 mixed youth sailing 
world championships.
Hugo Wigglesworth (Manly 
Sailing Club) 7th kitefoil youth 
sailing world championships, 
2nd kitefoil Oceanbridge NZL 
Sailing Regatta.

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND 
CRUISING AWARD SUPPORTED 
BY WICHARD ON SAFETY AT SEA 
Peter Mortimer (Classic Yacht Association)

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND 
PERFORMANCE AWARDS
Elise Beavis (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) 
1st International Waszp Games; 
2nd Waszp Foiling Week.
Logan Dunning Beck (Wakatere 
Boating Club) and Oscar Gunn 
(Murrays Bay Sailing Club) 7th 
49er world championships; 
1st 49er NZ national 
championships; 2nd 49er 
Oceanbridge NZL Sailing Regatta.
Isaac McHardie and Will 
McKenzie (Royal Akarana Yacht 
Club) 4th 49er world championships; 
3rd 49er Kiel Week; 5th 49er Princess 
Sofia Regatta (49er); 10th 49er European 
championships; 1st 49er Oceanbridge NZL Sailing 
Regatta; 2nd 49er NZ national championships.
Alex Maloney (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) and Olivia Hobbs (Royal 
Akarana Yacht Club) 8th 49erFX world championships; 2nd 49erFX 
NZ national championships; 2nd 49erFX Oceanbridge NZL Sailing 
Regatta.
Sam Morgan and Pat Morgan (Royal Akarana Yacht Club) 3rd 49er 
junior world championships; 3rd 49er Oceanbridge NZL Sailing 
Regatta.
New Zealand SailGP Team 1st Great Britain SailGP; 1st Denmark 
SailGP; 2nd France SailGP.
Tom Saunders (Tauranga Yacht and Powerboat Club) 1st 2021 ILCA 
7 world championships; 4th 2022 ILCA 7 world championships; 5th 
ILCA 7 Princess Sofia Regatta; 1st ILCA 7 Oceanbridge NZL Sailing 
Regatta.
Sam Street (New Plymouth Yacht Club) 1st International Waszp 
Games; 2nd 470 mixed Oceanbridge NZL Sailing Regatta; 45th 470 
mixed world championships.
Veerle ten Have (Tauranga Yacht and Powerboat Club) 7th women’s 
windfoil Princess Sofia Regatta; 5th women’s windfoil French 
Olympic week regatta; 12th women’s windfoil iQFOil European 
championships; 9th women’s windfoil iQFOil world championships.
Micah Wilkinson (Ngaroto Sailing Club) and Erica Dawson (Murrays 
Bay Sailing Club) 6th Nacra 17 mixed Princess Sofia Regatta; 5th 
Nacra 17 mixed French Olympic week regatta; 4th Nacra 17 mixed 
Kiel Week; 2nd Nacra 17 mixed European championships; 9th Nacra 
17 mixed world championships.

Hugo Wigglesworth

Peter Mortimer

Lucas Day and Sam Scott

Elise Beavis
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FOR YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023
 BOARD MEMBERS BOARD REPORT

ROSS BLACKMAN
Originally from Dunedin, 
Blackman has worked and sailed 
internationally for the past 45 
years and now calls Russell 
home. He started his career as a 
sailmaker in Sydney before stints in 
Canada and the US and then joined 
Tom Schnackenberg to bring the North 
Sails brand to New Zealand. This led to his 
first foray into the America’s Cup with the ‘Big 
Boat’ challenge in 1988 and he was involved 
in subsequent campaigns in roles ranging 
from sailmaker and business manager to 
chief executive of Team New Zealand.

MURRAY BROWN
Brown has spent more than 

30 years in the finance 
sector, initially in share 
broking but then in 
funds management, 

and is a chartered 
member of the Institute 

of Directors. He also has a strong 
grassroots sailing background and was the 
Paremata Boating Club’s treasurer for a 
number of years and is a former Starling 
national champion.

 

NIK BURFOOT
Burfoot is a CFA charter holder 

and for the past 12 years 
has worked as the 
commercial manager for 
international technology 

company TT Global. A 
former Laser world champion, 

Burfoot was a dominant force in the class 
during the 1990s. More recently, he has 
served as head of the centreboard division 
at Tauranga Yacht and Powerboat Club, 
overseeing the annual Tauranga regatta - 
one of the biggest multi-class regattas in 
the country.

JOHN BUTCHER MNZM
Butcher is a simulation specialist and senior 
instructor for Serco Training Services, 
contributing to the development 
of naval officers and ratings. He 
has a background in leadership, 
navigation, ship-handling and 
naval warfare, retiring in the rank 
of Commander after 33 years 
with the Royal New Zealand Navy. 
Butcher also has extensive experience 
within government departments, and 
previously served as Gulf Harbour Yacht 
Club commodore.

JENNA HANSEN
Hansen is a chartered accountant and 

has worked in the banking, 
investment, and advisory 

service sectors across 
the globe. She sailed 
at the 2012 Olympic 
Games in the NZ 

Women’s Match Racing 
Team. Sailing is a lifelong 

passion for Hansen, and she has been 
heavily involved in the sport as a sailor, 
coach and more recently finding the 
enjoyment of cruising.

SARAH MEIKLE
Meikle is chief executive of the Wellington 
Culinary Events Trust (WCET) and 

director of Food + Drink 
New Zealand. She has 
extensive experience 
in both the food and 
tourism sectors over the 

last 20 years and has a large 
network in the food sector in 

New Zealand and internationally. Meikle 
has also enjoyed sailing in New Zealand 
and around the Pacific Islands with her 
family since childhood.

VIKI MOORE
Based in Canterbury, Moore owns Island 
Cruising New Zealand and is also the South 
Pacific regional rear commodore for 
the Ocean Cruising Club. She is 
active in the sailing community, 
from working in the industry 
as the On Water Operations 
Manager for SailGP and racing 
and cruising in her Young 88, to 
presiding over the Little Ship Club of 
Canterbury and founding the Women Who 
Sail New Zealand Facebook group. In 2016, 
Moore received a Yachting New Zealand 
Service Award for services to yachting in 
Canterbury.

ARABELLA VENNELL
Vennell has spent more than two decades 
in the IT industry and currently works at 

Amazon Web Services in their 
professional services team 
in a sales lead role. She 
campaigned for the 
1992 and 1996 Olympic 
Games in the women’s 

singlehanded class (Europe 
dinghy) and was a member of the 

Olympic Development Squad, competing at 
national and world championship level. She 
loves cruising the Hauraki Gulf with her two 
teenage girls, is passionate about supporting 
the development of grassroots sailing and is 
an active participant in both classic yacht and 
keelboat racing.

BRIDGET WINSTONE-KIGHT
Winstone-Kight is a director in PwC’s 
Workforce team, helping clients solve 

problems and create value 
through their workforce. 

A non-practising lawyer, 
dual qualified in both 
New Zealand and the 
UK, a certified executive 

coach, and with an MBA 
from the London Business School, 
she has held several governance  
positions in the private and public sectors. 
Winstone-Kight is a current member of the 
Institute of Directors and played for the 
Black Sticks women’s hockey team from 
2005-2009.

Back to contents

GENDER DIVERSITY
The 2022/2023 board 
was made up of 55.6 per 
cent females and 44.4 
per cent males.

BOARD DIRECTORS TYPE NO. OF MEETINGS  MEETINGS ATTENDED
Ross Blackman  Elected  7 6
Murray Brown  Appointed  7 7
Nik Burfoot (joined Oct 2022)  Appointed  6 6
John Butcher  Elected  7 5
Jenny de Lisle (retired Oct 22) Elected  2 2
Jenna Hansen (joined Oct 2022)  Elected  6 6
Sarah Meikle  Elected  7 5
Viki Moore  Elected  7 7
Arabella Vennell Appointed  7 6
Bridget Winstone-Kight  Appointed  7 6
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Kelly Mulcahy  
Regional  

development manager  
(northern region – south)

Wayne Holdt 
Regional  

development manager  
(central region)

Ian Gardiner  
Regional  

development manager  
(southern region) 

PATRON 
Governor-General 
Dame Cindy Kiro

 2022/23 
  OUR TEAM

Jenny Armstrong 
Women’s sailing 

manager 

Nathan Handley 
Olympic coach

Mark Howard 
Olympic coach 

Ian Stewart  
High performance 

director 

Geoff Woolley 
Talent development 

manager 

Hayley Dorward 
High performance 

programme manager 

Sam Mackay 
Youth and events 

manager

Colin Rickett  
Programmes 
coordinator

Kirsten Moratz  
Coach development 

manager

Hayden Whitburn 
Regional  

development manager  
(northern region – north) 

David Abercrombie  
Chief executive

Raynor Haagh  
National sport 

development director

Dave Smith
Finance 
manager

Alisa Torgersen  
RŪNĀ Kaiwhakahaere 

Education Lead

Eduan Roos
 Communications 

manager

Angela Jordan  
Partnership and events 

coordinator

Mel Hurst  
Office and sailing 

administrator

MANAGEMENT & 
ADMINISTRATION

PARTICIPATION & 
DEVELOPMENT

OLYMPIC, HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 
AND TALENT 
DEVELOPMENT

Back to contents

GENDER 
DIVERSITY
The Yachting  
New Zealand staff in 
2022/2023 were  
made up of  
60 per cent males and 
40 per cent females. 
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OUR SPONSORS

OUR PARTNERS

Back to contents
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