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RECORD NUMBERS SAILED IN LAST YEAR’S SIR PETER BLAKE REGATTA. PHOTO: YACHTING NEW ZEALAND

A competitive sport’s health is often judged by the success 
or otherwise of its teams and athletes. Sailing continues to 
produce great results on the water and what happens in 
support of our programmes, clubs and class associations 
behind the scenes is important.

I’m pleased to report that Yachting New Zealand remains in 
a sound financial position. We’ve had another pretty good year 
but recognise we can’t continue to operate in the way we have, 
because the landscape is changing. For instance, we rely on 
community sport funding but the amount available is reducing 
over time, so we need to adapt and change. 

We have made some progress in securing commercial 
sponsors, whose ongoing support is critical.  However, in order 
to maintain and grow our services and capability to clubs, we 
are proposing a modest increase to our affiliation fee. This 
will be voted on at October’s AGM. If approved by members, 

I’M PLEASED TO  
REPORT THAT YACHTING  
NEW ZEALAND  
REMAINS IN A SOUND 
FINANCIAL POSITION. 
WE’VE HAD ANOTHER  
PRETTY GOOD YEAR 
BUT RECOGNISE WE 
CAN’T CONTINUE TO 
OPERATE IN THE WAY 
WE HAVE, BECAUSE 
THE LANDSCAPE  
IS CHANGING.

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
GREG KNOWLES
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NEW PLYMOUTH YACHT CLUB

the change will take effect in the 2019/20 year with individual 
members paying $24.20 plus GST, $48.40 for two members 
in a family and $60.50 plus GST for three or four members 
in a family. This will help us deliver back to clubs with things 
like maintaining the valuable work of the regional support 
officers, the new website and database which is due to go live 
in October, the advocacy work we do, online education and the 
update and extension of the club manual.

We’re looking to progress on a number of fronts and a 
feature of our strategy is to grow our capability. That’s part of 
the reason we are investing in a new role for a women’s sailing 
manager, which will have a focus on participation as well as 
high performance.

There are a number of events to look forward to over the 
next 12 months, including a host of world championships being 
sailed in New Zealand. This kicks off with the O’pen BIC world 
championships at the Manly Sailing Club over Christmas/New 
Year and will also include the Tornado worlds at the Takapuna 
Boating Club in January, Flying Dutchman worlds at the Nelson 
Yacht Club and the OK Dinghy worlds at the Wakatere Boating 
Club, both in February. They will all be very exciting events.

We are always looking for ways to improve our organisational 
performance and have embarked on the Sport New Zealand 
Governance Mark programme from which, among other things, 
we have reviewed the Yachting New Zealand constitution. We 
are proposing some minor housekeeping changes to this, which 

will also be voted on by members at the upcoming AGM. 
My thanks to chief executive David Abercrombie and the 

Yachting New Zealand team, who have had a busy year, and I’d 
also like to acknowledge the Yachting New Zealand board for their 
commitment. We have a couple of changes with the retirement 
from the board of John Cobb, who has made a big contribution, 
and we are very pleased to welcome Arabella Brawn and Bridget 
Winstone-Kight as we look forward to the year ahead. 

At Yachting New Zealand we are always mindful of the 
committees, managers, volunteers, parents and coaches who 
help ensure our clubs and class associations deliver fantastic 
events and experiences for more than 25,000 yachting and 
boating club members. We wish you every success. 

WE’RE LOOKING TO PROGRESS ON A 
NUMBER OF FRONTS AND A FEATURE  
OF OUR STRATEGY IS TO GROW OUR  
CAPABILITY. THAT’S PART OF THE REASON 
WE ARE INVESTING IN A NEW ROLE FOR 
A WOMEN’S SAILING MANAGER, WHICH 
WILL HAVE A FOCUS ON PARTICIPATION  
AS WELL AS HIGH PERFORMANCE.
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THE COASTAL CLASSIC IS ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS ON THE ANNUAL CALENDAR. PHOTO: WILL CALVER / OCEAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Being involved in sailing and boating in this country is 
continually rewarding.

My last update for the annual report largely focused on 
success at the high performance level on the back of the 2016 
Olympics and America’s Cup. This time we have achieved some 
tremendous progress behind the scenes that should ensure the 
sport’s success and growth for the next few years.

The most significant of these is the implementation of a 
new strategic direction, creation of a sustainability strategy, 
progression of a national sailing and community centre and 
consolidation of our governance structures and quality staff.

I realise it’s not as racy as success on the world stage but it’s 
no less important.

We went through a broad consultation process to put 
together our strategic direction for 2018-2021 and beyond. 
It’s a refinement of our previous strategy, so we’ve retained 
and built on our key pillars of helping New Zealanders access, 
enjoy and succeed on the water for life. But we’ve also come 
up with 10 new initiatives we believe will lift our performance 
and offerings to clubs, who remain our key partners. We have 
shared it with clubs throughout the country and the response 
has been extremely positive.

We’re expecting a similar response to our sustainability 
strategy because it’s something we’re pretty excited about. 
We believe we need to take a leadership role in terms of 
environmental sustainability and responsibility for looking after 
our own backyard, to protect and enhance the marine and 
coastal environment for all to enjoy. 

This will also be a great opportunity to work with all of 
our clubs and we’ll have a host of resources and events they 
can tap into as well as ambassadors who can help spread the 

message. There are five key areas we have targeted - clean 
yacht clubs, a strong network of organisations who work 
together, lower impact events, a focus on technology and 
greater education and awareness – which we hope will prompt 
real change within the sport.

The creation of a national sailing and community centre will 
also have far-reaching benefits. I have long espoused the need 
for a centralised hub where young sailors can be inspired by 

THERE ARE FIVE KEY AREAS WE HAVE 
TARGETED - CLEAN YACHT CLUBS, A 
STRONG NETWORK OF ORGANISATIONS 
WHO WORK TOGETHER, LOWER IMPACT 
EVENTS, A FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY AND 
GREATER EDUCATION AND AWARENESS

FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
DAVID ABERCROMBIE
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URUPUKAPUKA ISLAND IS A TERRIFIC PLACE TO VISIT

working alongside our Olympic athletes and coaches but, not 
only that, a place where we can better develop our services 
like our learn to sail programmes and coach development. 

We have identified a possible site on what is known as the 
Hammerhead at Gulf Harbour. An agreement was reached 
recently to transfer the land back into the control of council 
and the local board who support the creation of a national 
sailing and community centre. This is the first step in working 
alongside the Auckland Council, Auckland transport and the 
Hibiscus Coast community board who share our vision that 
a centre will contribute to vibrant new growth in the Gulf 
Harbour precinct.

We think it will be an exciting initiative for sponsors to be 
involved with and we’re fortunate to have a great group of 
partners and sponsors who support the things we do. This 
includes: Sport New Zealand, High Performance Sport New 
Zealand, Aon, Volvo, HRG, Zhik, Maersk Line, the New Zealand 
Community Trust, The Lion Foundation, Oceanbridge, NZL 
Yachting Foundation, Foundation North, Air New Zealand, 
Halberg Disability Sport Foundation, Nespresso, Melanoma 
New Zealand, Lawson’s Dry Hills and our newest additions 
Resene Automotive and Light Industrial, Railblaza and Rusler 
Fishing Ltd. 

I’d also like to extend my gratitude to the staff at Yachting 
New Zealand, who do such a great job and are so passionate 
about what they do, as well as the board for their support, 
expertise and commitment to good governance. I believe the 
Yachting New Zealand board are leading the way in this area 
for any sport in this country.

We’ve had a couple of staff changes over the past 12 
months. Ian Stewart joined us as the new high performance 
director, Ian Neely departed after nine years and added an 
enormous amount to our high performance team over that 
time and Julie Sutherland left after helping set up our member 
benefits card. We welcome Geoff Woolley as the new talent 
development manager, Peter Kadar as high performance 

programme manager and Raynor Haagh as one of our regional 
support officers. We will soon be appointing a women’s sailing 
manager, who we believe will fill a crucial role in the growth 
and development of female and youth sailing in this country, 
especially with gender and event equity being compulsory at 
the 2024 Paris Olympics.

It’s just one of the many things to look forward to over 
the next year. Add in events like the 2019 49er/FX and Nacra 
17 world championships next December and the further 
development of the Oceanbridge NZL Sailing Regatta and 
Tasman Series into world-recognised regattas and it’s going to 
be a busy but rewarding time. 

THE CREATION OF A NATIONAL SAILING 
AND COMMUNITY CENTRE WILL ALSO 
HAVE FAR-REACHING BENEFITS. 

SAM BULLOCK. PHOTO: SAILING ENERGY / WORLD SAILING
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NORTH ISLAND
NORTHLAND 
Bay of Islands Yacht Club 
Dargaville Yacht Club 
Kerikeri Cruising Club 
Mangonui Cruising Club 
Marsden Yacht and Boat Club 
Onerahi Yacht Club 
Opua Cruising Club 
Russell Boating Club 
Sandspit Yacht Club 
Taipa Sailing Club
Tutukaka Coast Youth Sailing Club
Whangarei Cruising Club 

AUCKLAND 
Bucklands Beach Yacht Club 
Clarks Beach Yacht Club 
Clearwater Cove Yacht Club 
Devonport Yacht Club 
French Bay Boating Club 
Glendowie Boating Club 
Gulf Harbour Yacht Club 
Hobsonville Yacht Club 
Howick Sailing Club 
Kohimarama Yacht Club 
Manly Sailing Club 
Manukau Yacht & Motorboat Club 
Maraetai Sailing Club 
Milford Cruising Club 
Multihull Yacht Club 
  

Murrays Bay Sailing Club 
Northcote Birkenhead Yacht Club 
Pakuranga Sailing Club 
Panmure Lagoon Sailing Club 
Panmure Yacht & Boating Club 
Pine Harbour Cruising Club 
Ponsonby Cruising Club 
Point Chevalier Sailing Club 
Pupuke Boating Club 
Richmond Yacht Club 
Royal Akarana Yacht Club 
Royal New Zealand Navy Sailing Club 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron 
Short Handed Sailing Association 
Taikata Sailing Club 
Takapuna Boating Club 
Tamaki Yacht Club 
Torbay Sailing Club 
Waiheke Boating Club 
Waiuku Yacht Club 
Wakatere Boating Club 
Weiti Boating Club 
Weymouth Yacht Club 

BAY OF PLENTY 
BOP Trailer Yacht Squadron 
Lake Taupo Yacht Club 
Mt Maunganui Yacht Club 
Port Ohope Yacht Club 
Rotorua Yacht Club 
Tauranga Yacht & Powerboat Club 

EAST COAST 
Gisborne Yacht Club 
Napier Sailing Club 
Wairoa Yacht Club 

WAIKATO/THAMES 
Cambridge Yacht & Motorboat Club 
Hamilton Yacht Club 
Mercury Bay Boating Club
Ngaroto Sailing Club 
Thames Sailing Club 
Waikato Yacht Squadron 

WELLINGTON 
Evans Bay Yacht & Motor Boat Club 
Heretaunga Boating Club 
Lowry Bay Yacht Club 
Muritai Yacht Club 
Paremata Boating Club 
Plimmerton Boating Club 
Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club 
Titahi Bay Boating Club 
Worser Bay Boating Club 

WEST COAST 
Horowhenua Sailing Club 
New Plymouth Yacht Club 
Waitara Boating Club 
Wanganui Sailing Club

 IT’S ALWAYS A GOOD TIME TO GO SAILING. PHOTO: BAY OF ISLANDS SAILING CLUB

2017/18 
CLUBS
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SOUTH ISLAND

NELSON/MARLBOROUGH 
Motueka Yacht and Cruising Club 
Nelson Yacht Club 
Pohara Boating Club 
Queen Charlotte Yacht Club 
Tasman Bay Cruising Club 
Waikawa Boating Club 

CANTERBURY 
Akaroa Yacht Club 
Charteris Bay Yacht Club 
Christchurch Yacht Club 
Mount Pleasant Yacht Club 
Naval Point Club Lyttelton 
Pigeon Bay Boating Club 
Pleasant Point Yacht Club 
Stewarts Gully Sailing Club 
Timaru Yacht & Powerboat Club 
Waimakiriri Sailing & Powerboat Club 
 

WEST COAST 
Lake Brunner Yacht Club 
Lake Mahinapua Aquatic Club 

OTAGO 
Broad Bay Boating Club 
Lake Dunstan Boat Club 
Macandrew Bay Boating Club 
Otago Yacht Club 
Owaka Yacht Club 
Port Chalmers Yacht Club 
Ravensbourne Boating Club 
Vauxhall Yacht Club 
Wanaka Yacht Club 

 

SOUTHLAND 
Bluff Yacht Club 
Marakura Yacht Club 
Riverton Sailing Club 
Wakatipu Yacht Club

QUEEN CHARLOTTE YACHT CLUB

WAIMAKIRIRI SAILING & POWERBOAT CLUB 

2017/18 
CLUBS
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THE 420 CLASS WAS HOTLY CONTESTED AT THIS YEAR’S OCEANBRIDGE NZL SAILING REGATTA. PHOTO: YACHTING NEW ZEALAND

 
CLASS ASSOCIATIONS 

29er Class Association of NZ 
3.7 Owners Association 
49er Association of New Zealand 
Classic Yacht Association of NZ 
Elliott 5.9 Class Association 
Europe Dinghy Class NZ 
Farr 1020 Owners Association 
Farr 11.6 Owners Association 
Farr MRX 
Flying Fifteen NZ Inc. Association 
H28 Owners Association 
Hartley 16 Class Association 
International 470 Class 
The International Moth Class Association of NZL
The International Nacra 17 Class Association of NZ Inc  
Javelin Class Owners Association 
Lotus Owners Association 
Magic 25 Class Association 
Marauder 8.4 Owners Association 
Noelex 22 Trailer Yacht Association 
Noelex 25 Trailer Yacht Owners Association 
NZ 18 Foot Skiff Association 
NZ 420 Class Association
NZ A-Class Catamaran Association 
NZ Blokart Association 
NZ Finn Association 
NZ Hansa Class Association 
NZ Hobie Class Association 

NZ International Flying Dutchman Association 
NZ International Optimist Dinghy Association 
NZ International Tornado Association 
NZ Jollyboat Class Association 
NZ Kite Racing Association 
NZ Laser Association 
NZ OK Dinghy Association 
NZ O’pen Bic Association
NZ Paper Tiger Owners Association 
NZ Radio Yachting Association 
NZ RS Feva Association 
NZ R Class Squadron 
NZ Sunburst Association 
NZ Team Sailing Association 
P Class New Zealand 
Raven Owners Association 
Reactor Yachting Association Inc 
Ross 780 Owners Association 
RSX Windsurfer Class Association 
Starling Class New Zealand 
Stewart 34 Owners Association 
Techno 293 OD Class Association 
Townson 32 Owners Association 
Tracker 7.7 Owners Association 
Waszp Association of New Zealand Incorporated
Weta Sailing Association Inc. 
Young 88 Owners Association of NZ Inc. 
Zephyr Owners Association
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MEMBERS

LIFE MEMBERS 

Aaron McIntosh 
Adrienne Greenwood 
Alexandra Maloney
Barbara Kendall 
Blair Tuke 
Bruce Kendall 
Chris Bouzaid 
Craig Monk 
Dean Barker 
Derry Godbert 
Don Cowie 
Earl Wells 
Grant Beck 
Grant Dalton 
Hal Wagstaff 
Jan Dawson 
Janet Watkins 
Jan Shearer 
Jim Park 
Jo Aleh 
Joe Butterfield 
John Cutler 
John Faire 
John Street 
Kevin Shoebridge 
Leslie Egnot 
Martin Foster 
Matteo de Nora 
Molly Meech
Neville Crichton 
Peter Burling 
Peter Montgomery 
Polly Powrie 
Ralph Roberts 
Rex Sellers 
Rod Davis 
Sam Meech
Sir Colin Giltrap 
Sir Russell Coutts 
Sir Stephen Tindall 
Terry Nicholas
Tom Ashley 
Trevor Geldard

PERSONAL MEMBERS 
Alan Bannatyne 
Andrew Knowles 
Arthur Stewart 
Bill Frater 
Brian Smith 
Charles Webley 
Cecil Hood 
Colette Kraus 
David Abercrombie 
Des Brennan 
Doug Elder 
Douglas Reid 
Edward Goodwin 
Eric Mahoney 
Ernest Henshaw 
Graeme Kendall
Graeme Robinson 
Harry Dodson 
Ian Clouston 
Ian Cook 
Jack Lloyd 
Jerry Payne 
John Parrish 
Joyce Talbot 
Lynton Bates 
Neil Gibbons 
Peter Hay 
Richard Brabant 
Rob Herries
Ross May 
Russell Evans
Russell Green 
Tony Brown 
Tony Kendall 
William Whitiskie

COMMERCIAL MARITIME 
MEMBERS 
Great Escape Yacht Charters 
Gulfwind Sailing Academy 
Harbour Sail
Jack Tar Sailing Co. 
KORE Limited 
Learn2Sail 
Mysail Pty Ltd
Oceania Medical Ltd 
Sailing Away School of Sailing 
Seawise Boating Education Ltd
Yacht Racing Unlimited Ltd

NON-COMMERCIAL 
MARITIME MEMBERS 
Auckland Anniversary Regatta 
Bay of Plenty Disabled Sailing Trust 
Bay of Plenty Sailing Academy Trust 
Blind Sailing NZ 
Cruising & Navigation Association of NZ 
Firebug Yachts 
International Order of the Blue Gavel 
Kerikeri High School Sailing Academy 
Macleans College Sailing Academy 
Nelson Bays Youth Team Racing Association
NZ Schools Waterwise Inc 
NZ Trailer Yacht Association 
Ravensbourne Youth Yachting Trust 
RNZ Coastguard Boating Education 
Sail Northland Charitable Trust
Sailability Auckland 
Sailability Northland Trust
Sailability Taranaki 
Sailability Tauranga Charitable Trust
Sailability Wellington Trust 
Sailability Whanganui 
Sea Education Aotea Charitable Trust
Taranaki Outdoor Pursuits  
and Education Centre
The Scout Association of New Zealand 
TS Talisman Sea Cadets 
Tup Radford Intercollegiate  
Yachting Academy 
Wellington Youth Sailing Trust 
Westlake Girls High School 
Whanganui Collegiate School Sailing Club 
YMCA Shakespeare Lodge 
Youth Sailing Academy Colville Inc
Youthtown
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LOGAN DUNNING BECK AND OSCAR GUNN IMPRESSED AT THIS YEAR’S SAILING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN AARHUS. PHOTO: SAILING ENERGY / WORLD SAILING

Our Olympic sailors mark their time in clear four-year cycles 
and it’s incredible how quickly that time frame rolls around.

We have just completed the sailing world championships in 
Aarhus, our pinnacle event for the year, and the countdown is 
on with 22 months remaining until the Tokyo Olympics.

We were disappointed not to pick up a medal in Aarhus but 
the bigger picture was at play and it was pleasing to qualify the 
six classes we had targeted before the event: Laser, Finn, 49er, 
49erFX, Nacra 17 and men’s 470. There are still opportunities 
for the  other four classes to qualify the country but those 
sailors will also need to prove their capability to win a medal  
in Tokyo.

Often when we don’t achieve the results we are looking for, 
it galvanises resolve and gives a desire to dig a little deeper and 
also review the way we go about our business. We have seen a 
lot of good results this year and, all in all, we are tracking well 
for 2020.

Our attention on Enoshima, the Olympic venue, really ramps 
up now as we focus on our venue development and become 
more familiar with Enoshima from a shore operations and 
weather point of view. Our sailors will also spend an increasing 
amount of time there to become more familiar with what they 
can expect when the Olympics roll around.

The power of strong squads is critical and this is no better 
exemplified by what we are seeing in the 49er class. We 
have three very capable combinations and adding to that is 
the return of Peter Burling and Blair Tuke, who announced 
recently their intention to defend their Olympic 49er title. 
That bodes well, not only for the Tokyo Games, but also for 
the development of our younger teams for the 2024 Paris 
Olympics. There’s an added focus in New Zealand, particularly 

with the 49er, 49erFX and Nacra 17 world championships due 
to be hosted here towards the end of 2019.

We’re also excited about a crop of new sailors coming 
through and we’ve seen some standout performances on 
the youth scene in 2018. World titles were won at the 29er 
world championships in Hong Kong and followed by a record-
equalling four medals at the youth sailing world championships 
in Corpus Christi. Among those was gold to Josh Armit in the 

OUR ATTENTION ON ENOSHIMA, THE 
OLYMPIC VENUE, REALLY RAMPS UP  
NOW AS WE FOCUS ON OUR VENUE  
DEVELOPMENT AND BECOME MORE  
FAMILIAR WITH ENOSHIMA FROM A 
SHORE OPERATIONS AND WEATHER 
POINT OF VIEW.

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND  
HIGH PERFORMANCE DIRECTOR 
IAN STEWART
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SAM MEECH NARROWLY MISSED OUT ON A MEDAL AT THE SAILING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS. PHOTO: SAILING ENERGY / WORLD SAILING

VEERLE TEN HAVE COLLECTED SILVER AT THIS YEAR’S YOUTH SAILING WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN CORPUS CHRISTI. PHOTO: SAILING ENERGY / WORLD SAILING

boy’s Laser Radial and he backed it up with silver at the recent 
Laser Radial youth worlds in Germany. It was also hard not to 
be impressed by the performance of Seb Menzies and Blake 
McGlashan who convincingly won the 420 world title, especially 
considering their age – Menzies is 13 and McGlashan 15.

It’s always gratifying for a high performance team to know 
there are youngsters coming through but there is still some 
really important work that needs to be done to get our youth 
development programmes humming. We have had a successful 
year and it’s a credit to the work done by Stu Thomas, who 
manages the youth programme, as well as youth head coach 
Matt Thomas and talent identification manager Geoff Woolley. 
We will soon add a women’s sailing manager, who will play a 
critical role at a number of different levels. We need to improve 
the depth of female sailors in this country as the Olympics 
moves closer to gender equality but we also need to better 
understand how to retain more females in the sport. One of our 
mottos is sail for life and we see success in that role as being 
much wider than what happens at the high performance level.

The next 22 months are critical for the high performance 
team. Success breeds success but it goes much deeper 
than that because achievements on the world stage have 
a significant impact on all levels of the sport and it’s a 
responsibility we embrace.

2018 NZL SAILING TEAM
49er: Peter Burling and Blair Tuke
49erFX: Alex Maloney and Molly Meech
Men’s 470: Paul Snow-Hansen and Daniel Willcox
Laser: Sam Meech, Tom Saunders
Finn: Josh Junior
Nacra 17: Gemma Jones and Jason Saunders; Liv 
Mackay and Micah Wilkinson
 

OLYMPIC DEVELOPMENT SQUAD
Finn: Andy Maloney
Laser: Andrew McKenzie
49er: Josh Porebski and Trent Rippey
 

AON FAST TRACK SQUAD
49er: Logan Dunning Beck and Oscar Gunn
49er: Isaac McHardie and William McKenzie
49erFX: Erica Dawson
Laser: George Gautrey
Women’s 470: Courtney Reynolds-Smith and  
Brianna Reynolds-Smith

2017 NZL SAILING FOUNDATION YOUTH TEAM 
Boy’s 420: James Barnett and Sam Street 
Girl’s 420: Xanthe Copeland and Annabel Cave 
Boy’s 29er: Seb Lardies and Scott McKenzie 
Girl’s 29er: Crystal Sun and Olivia Hobbs 
Nacra 15: Greta Stewart and Henry Haslett 
Boy’s Laser Radial: Josh Armit
Girl’s Laser Radial: Annabelle Rennie-Younger
Boy’s RS:X 8.5: Max van der Zalm
Girl’s RS:X 8.5: Veerle ten Have 

2018 NZL SAILING FOUNDATION YOUTH TEAM
Boy’s 420: Seb Menzies and Blake McGlashan 
Girl’s 420: Cara Higinbottom and Alice Floyd
Boy’s 29er: Seb Lardies and Scott McKenzie
Girl’s 29er: Sophia Fyfe and Alice Haslett
Nacra 15: Greta Stewart and Tom Fyfe
Boy’s Laser Radial: Josh Armit
Girl’s Laser Radial: Samantha Stock 
Boy’s RS:X 8.5: Max van der Zalm
Girl’s RS:X 8.5: Veerle ten Have

BOARD DIRECTORS	 TYPE	 NUMBER OF MEETINGS	 MEETINGS ATTENDED
Greg Knowles	 Elected	 6	 6

John Cobb	 Appointed	 5	 3

Sarah Meikle	 Elected	 6	 5

Steve Reindler	 Appointed	 6	 5

Angus Haslett	 Elected	 6	 5

Jenny de Lisle	 Elected	 6	 6

Murray Brown	 Appointed	 6	 6

Viki Moore	 Elected	 6	 5

GENDER DIVERSITY
The 2017/18 board was made up of 37.5 percent females and 62.5 percent males.
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THE VOVLO SAILING... HAVE A GO! INITIATIVE WAS HUGELY SUCCESSFUL DURING THE VOLVO OCEAN RACE STOPOVER IN AUCKLAND. PHOTO: YACHTING NEW ZEALAND

Numbers don’t tell the full story but a few related to 
some of our programmes over the past year give us great 
encouragement for the future development of sailing  
and boating.

More people have been introduced to the sport than ever 
before with record numbers for our Volvo Sailing… Have a Go! 
programme as well as increased membership at many clubs 
around the country. 

On top of that, nearly 3500 members of the public got to 
experience sailing during a have a go activation while the Volvo 
Ocean Race was in Auckland.

We are working hard to give people the opportunity to go 
sailing which, we believe, will have a positive spinoff for clubs.

It’s really pleasing to see the growth in a number of clubs in 
New Zealand. In general, membership numbers are trending up 
and some, like the Manly Sailing Club (73 percent increase over the 
last 12 months) and Mangonui Cruising Club (54 percent increase), 
have spiked significantly.

Factors like club rebuilds and a focus on running good 

programmes has seen clubs not only attract new but also retain 
existing members. Some of this is undoubtedly on the back of 
Emirates Team New Zealand’s win at last year’s America’s Cup, 
especially driving more people towards learn to sail  
programmes.

The growth is not just in junior numbers. Many clubs are 
offering adult learn to sail programmes which has seen the 
number of people overall learning to sail jump 40 percent in 
the last 12 months.

The Volvo Sailing… Have a Go! programme had its best 

THE GROWTH IS NOT JUST IN JUNIOR 
NUMBERS. MANY CLUBS ARE OFFERING 
ADULT LEARN TO SAIL PROGRAMMES 
WHICH HAS SEEN THE NUMBER OF PEO-
PLE OVERALL LEARNING TO SAIL JUMP 40 
PERCENT IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS.

FROM THE CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 
ANDREW CLOUSTON
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KERIKERI CRUISING CLUB

season yet with 3700 children getting the chance go sailing. Its 
popularity meant we extended the season into term two and 
a feature of last summer was the work we did with St John’s 
Rotary to provide sailing experiences for children from lower 
decile schools.

Volvo have signed on as principal partners of the programme 
for another five years and we thank them for their continued 
support. I’d also like to acknowledge Danika Mowlem and her 
team of instructors for providing such a rich experience to so 
many children. It’s a long, hard season but also immensely 
rewarding.

We received some terrific feedback from the have a go 
sailing sessions we ran in the Viaduct Harbour during the three 
weeks of the Volvo Ocean Race stopover. Major events like that 
give us a great opportunity to promote our sport and clubs to 
the public. Most who went sailing had their names passed on to 
their local club so we’re optimistic we’ll see some more growth 
off the back of that.

One of the great by-products of this has been the utilisation 
of the four Topaz Omegas by clubs when Yachting New Zealand 
aren’t using the boats. We’ve seen them go to clubs from the 
Waiheke Boating Club to Queen Charlotte Yacht Club as well 
as the Northland Charitable Trust who have started women’s 
sailing and adult learn to sail programmes.

There was a really good atmosphere at the June 
Commodores Conference. One hundred delegates from 74 
clubs converged on the Bucklands Beach Yacht Club and, for the 
first time, we had club managers and a handful of youngsters 
who have been identified as potential future leaders. As 
we have done in previous years, we surveyed delegates 
who overwhelmingly felt it was a very successful day and 
appreciated the insights from Yachting New Zealand and the 
time spent networking with other clubs.

Our four regional support officers have been busy getting 
around the clubs in their regions. We reviewed the programme 
towards the end of last year which saw some changes, the 
most significant of which was a realignment of the boundaries 

and reduction in the number of RSOs from five to four. One 
of the challenges we face is trying to fund everything we do, 
especially as we have to find funds for two-thirds of our budget 
in the development and participation areas. But we are fully 
committed to the RSO programme because we recognise they 
are a key link between clubs and Yachting New Zealand.

Finally, I’d like to touch on our new online PHRF system for 
keelboats that was launched recently. This will make it a simpler 
process for sailors and boat owners, providing them with more 
information about boats. It’s also made it easier for clubs to 
upload results, meaning more results in the system and more 
accurate handicapping.

THE VOLVO SAILING… HAVE A GO!  
PROGRAMME HAD ITS BEST SEASON 
YET WITH 3700 CHILDREN GETTING THE 
CHANCE GO SAILING.
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YACHTING NEW ZEALAND
COACHES & RACE OFFICIALS

LEARN TO SAIL COACH 
146 people attended courses run in Northland (24),  
Auckland (43), Waikato/Thames (26), Wellington (30),  
Canterbury (13) and Otago (10)

KEELBOAT COACH
13 people attended keelboat coach courses in Auckland (8) 
and Canterbury (5)

COACHES FORUMS
135 people attended a coaches forum in Northland (19), 
Auckland (30), Waikato (18), Tauranga (12), Wellington (16), 
Nelson/Marlborough (19), Canterbury (17) and Dunedin (4)

UMPIRES
15 people attended a team’s sailing umpire seminar in 
Warkworth

COACHING 101
76 people completed the first level of online learning race 
official training start officiating course.

The number of  
qualified race officials 

in New Zealand

There are now  
653 qualified coaches

172
146

13

135

15

76

653
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	 CLASS/EVENT	 WINNER
	 3.7	 Derek Snow
	 420	 Cole Tapper & Tyler Creevey (AUS)
	 49er	 Logan Dunning-Beck & Oscar Gunn
	 A Class	 Dave Shaw
	 Elliot 5.9	 Craig Satterthwaite, Bart Bearda, Matt Kelway
	 Etchells	 Martin Hill & crew in Etchells
	 Europe	 David Tucker
	 Finn	 Karl Purdie
	 Flying Dutchman	 Andrew Mckee & Dave Hislop
	 Flying Fifteen	 Murray Gilbert and Jon Burgess
	 Hansa Class - Liberty	 Paulien Chamberlain
	 Hartley TS16	 Gareth Insley & Tim Lynchblosse
	 Javelin 	 Philip McNeil & Craig Gilberd
	 Javelin – Sanders Cup	 Philip McNeil & Craig Gilberd
	 Jollyboat	 Hamish Hall Smith
	 Kites	 Sam Bullock
	 Laser 	 Andrew McKenzie 
	 Laser Radial	 Josh Armit
	 Match Racing 	 Andy Maloney & Crew
	 Moth	 Pierluigi de Felice
	 Noelex 25	 Phil Heseltine
	 OK Dinghy 	 Luke O’Connell
	 O’pen Bic	 Travis Wadley
	 Open Teams Sailing	 Kiwi Team Racing
	 Optimist 	 Fletcher Walters
	 P Class (Tanner Cup)	 Nathan Vince
	 P Class (Tauranga Cup)	 Seb Menzies
	 Paper Tiger 	 Hayden Percy
	 PHRF 	 Div 1 James McDowell & crew, Div 2 Simon Liddell & crew
	 R class (Leander Cup)	 Paul Roe and Malcolm Snowdon
	 Ross 780	 Karl Banks
	 RS Feva	 Harrison Baker & Max Henshaw
	 RS:X Board 	 Max van der Zalm
	 Secondary Schools School Teams Sailing 	 Auckland Grammar School
	 Secondary Schools Keelboat	 Selwyn College
	 Starling	 Sean Herbert
	 Starling Match Racing	 Thomas Mulcahy
	 Sunburst	 Andrew Brown & Cameron Brown
	 Tornado	 Dave Shaw & Susan Shaw
	 Trailer Yachts	 Div A Richard Hawkins, Div B Andrew May
	 Waspz	 Bruce Carson
	 Womens Keelboat 	 Karleen Dixon
	 Y88	 Zane Gifford & crew
	 Youth Match Racing	 Leonard Takahashi & crew
	 Zephyr	 Greg Wright

Yachting New Zealand recognise the following sailors as the  
national champion of each class for the 2017/2018 season. Congratulations to all.

KARLEEN DIXON AND HER CREW TOOK OUT THIS YEAR’S WOMEN’S KEELBOAT NATIONAL TITLE. PHOTO: ANDREW DELVES / ROYAL NEW ZEALAND YACHT SQUADRON

2017/18 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
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AUDIT COMMITTEE
Jan Dawson (chair), Greg Knowles, John Cobb, Jenny de Lisle, Murray Brown 
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Dianne Logan

CRUISING INSHORE AND OFFSHORE RACING COMMITTEE (CIORC)
Mark Mulcare, Dave Roberts, Simon Hull, Simon Manning, Bob Still. 
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Andrew Clouston, Kelly Mulcahy

COMMITTEE FOR SAILORS WITH DISABILITIES
Dave Allerton (chair), Brendan Tourelle, Andrew May, Tim Dempsey, John Andrews, Helena Horswell, Chris Sharp
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Andrew Clouston, Wayne Holdt

OLYMPIC AND HIGH PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE
Jan Dawson (chair), Grant Beck, Andrew Knowles, Leslie Egnot, Dave Mackay, Polly Powrie
Ex-officio members: David Abercrombie, Ian Stewart, Geoff Woolley

RACE OFFICIALS COMMITTEE
John Parrish (chair), Ian Clouston, John Grace, Russell Green, Ross May, Ryan Parkin, Jamie Sutherland
Ex-offico members: David Abercrombie, Andrew Clouston, Danika Mowlem

YACHT INSPECTORS 
Tim Bingham (Northland), Bruce Birnie (Waikato/Thames), Colin Booth (Auckland), Peter Boyd (Northland), Colin Browne (Northland), 
Grahame Browne (Auckland), Don Burch (Northland), John S Burns (East Coast NI), Colin Carey (Otago), Rob Carpenter (Nelson/Marlborough),  
David Chalmers (Wellington), Tim Clissold (Auckland), Gavin Cooke (Nelson/Marlborough), Mark Gibbs (Nelson/Marlborough),  
Bruce Goodchap (Bay of Plenty), Christopher (Kit) Grigg (Canterbury), Owen Hanley (Auckland), Brian Hepburn (Northland), Kevin Johnson 
(Auckland), Ted Leeds (Northland), Duthie Lidgard (Auckland), Kevin Lidgard (Auckland), Andrew Lodge (Northland), Jim Lott (Auckland), 
Ian Mason (Northland), Mike McCormick (Bay of Plenty), Kim McMorran (Wellington), Kevin Oliver (East Coast NI), Mitch Pascoe  
(Waikato/Thames), David Pinker (Nelson/Marlborough), Don Pollock (Northland), Martin Robertson (Northland), Geoffrey Roper  
(Auckland), Lester Smith (Northland), Bryan Treleaven (Canterbury), Jim Varney (Auckland), Braden Weber (Auckland), Robert Williamson 
(Wellington), Angus Willison (Auckland), Richard Wilson (Northland), Robert Wilson (Auckland), Ian Wood (Northland)

THE HANSA LIBERTY OPENS UP HIGH PERFORMANCE SAILING TO EVERYONE

2018 
COMMITTEES
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HRG SAILOR OF THE YEAR  
EMIRATES TEAM NEW ZEALAND
All of the odds were stacked against them. The rules were 
changed, the other teams ganged up against them and they 
very nearly didn’t have enough money to put a campaign 
together. But they did. And they won the 35th America’s Cup 
in emphatic fashion, beating Oracle 7-1 in the America’s Cup 
match (it was more like 8-1 given Team New Zealand started on 
-1 due to another rule that favoured the holders).  
Emirates Team New Zealand turned up in Bermuda with the 

most innovative boat, most notably cyclors instead of  
grinders who helped fuel the thirsty hydraulics and  
Glenn Ashby’s wing controls, dubbed the X-box.  
The victory captured the imagination of the New Zealand  
public, with thousands turning out for parades and other 
events up and down the country. As PJ Montgomery  
famously said, “once again, the America’s Cup is now  
New Zealand’s cup”.

VOLVO YOUNG SAILOR OF THE YEAR
KATE AND GRETA STEWART (MURRAYS BAY SAILING CLUB) 

New Zealanders have won 55 medals at the youth worlds but 
only a handful have won multiple medals. Among that group, 
which  includes the likes of Chris Dickson, Russell Coutts and 
Sam Meech, are now Kate and Greta Stewart after they won 
their second bronze medal in the 29er at the 2016 Aon Youth 
Sailing World Championships in Auckland. Greta is now sailing 
a Nacra 15 and won bronze with Tom Fyfe at this year’s youth 
worlds while Kate is taking a break as she studies for a  
medical degree.

NESPRESSO COACH THE YEAR
MURRAY JONES AND RAY DAVIES

ZHIK OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR
DOUG ELDER

NEW ZEALAND PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Torbay Sailing Club for outstanding event delivery and Emir-
ates Team New Zealand’s board of directors for helping deliver 
the America’s Cup

2017 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

EMIRATES TEAM NEW ZEALAND CELEBRATE WINNING THE AMERICA’S CUP. PHOTO: ACEA

KATE (LEFT) AND GRETA STEWART. PHOTO: SAILING ENERGY / WORLD SAILING
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 SEB MENZIES PICKED UP THE AON EMERGING TALENT AWARD

AON EMERGING TALENT AWARD
Seb Menzies (Murrays Bay Sailing Club)

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND SERVICE AWARDS FOR 2018
Peter Dawson – for helping deliver an outstanding 2016 Aon Youth Sailing World Championships
Matteo de Nora – for services to Emirates Team New Zealand
Richard Gifford – for services to Queen Charlotte Yacht Club
Ray Haslar – for services to Kerikeri Cruising Club
Helena Horswell – for services to Royal Akarana Yacht Club
Gary Key – for his support of sailing through St John’s Rotary
Scott Leith – for services to Murrays Bay Sailing Club
Ian Wallace – for services to Panmure Lagoon Sailing Club

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND CRUISING AWARDS FOR 2017
Emily Riley – solo circumnavigation of New Zealand

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND PERFORMANCE AWARDS FOR 2017
George Anyon, Taylor Balogh and Matthew Hughes – 3rd 2017 World Youth Match Racing Championships
Peter Burling – 2nd 2017 Moth world championships
Conrad Colman – 1st Kiwi to start and finish Vendee Globe
Emirates Team New Zealand – Winners 2017 America’s Cup
Giacomo, Jim Delegat and crew – Overall winners 2016 Sydney to Hobart race
Alex Maloney and Molly Meech – 3rd 2017 49erFX world championships, 2nd Kiel Week
David McDiarmid, Matthew Steven, Bradley Collins – 1st 2017 18ft skiff European championships,  
3rd 2017 JJ Giltinan Championships
NZL Sailing Team (Youth America’s Cup) – 2nd 2017 Red Bull Youth America’s Cup
Phil Robertson, Will Tiller and Stewart Dodson – 1st 2017 World Match Racing Tour

YACHTING NEW ZEALAND YOUTH PERFORMANCE AWARDS FOR 2017
Josh Armit (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) – 1st 2017 under-17 Laser Radial youth world championships 
Mattias Coutts (Manly Sailing Club) – 1st 2017 under-13 O’pen Bic world championships 
Sean Herbert (Torbay Sailing Club) – 1st 2017 under-17 O’pen Bic world championships 
Seb Lardies and Scott McKenzie (Kohimarama Yacht Club) – 5th 2017 29er world championships,  
1st 29er US national championships, 
Eli Liefting and Rose Dickson (Royal Akarana Yacht Club) – 1st 2017 RS Feva world championships 
Seb Menzies (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) – 1st 2017 Optimist national championships
Courtney and Brianna Reynolds-Smith (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) – 1st 2017 under-20 470 junior world championships 
Kate and Greta Stewart (Murrays Bay Sailing Club) – 3rd 29er 2016 Aon Youth Sailing World Championships 

See yachtingnz.org.nz for previous winners in the awards archive

2017 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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BOARD MEMBERS 
BOARD REPORT
FOR YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2018

BOARD DIRECTORS	 TYPE	 NUMBER OF MEETINGS	 MEETINGS ATTENDED
Greg Knowles	 Elected	 6	 6

John Cobb	 Appointed	 5	 3

Sarah Meikle	 Elected	 6	 5

Steve Reindler	 Appointed	 6	 5

Angus Haslett	 Elected	 6	 5

Jenny de Lisle	 Elected	 6	 6

Murray Brown	 Appointed	 6	 6

Viki Moore	 Elected	 6	 5

GENDER DIVERSITY
The 2017/18 board was made up of 37.5 percent females and 62.5 percent males.

 

GREG KNOWLES
Greg has spent the past 22 
years at KPMG where he 
leads their New Zealand deal 
advisory, tax practice, and 
is also on their board. The 
two-time Olympian (he was 
fifth with Murray Jones in the 
Flying Dutchman at the 1988 
Olympics and fourth in 1992) 
is also a member of the board 
appointments panel and is 
an Olympic selector for Snow 
Sports New Zealand. 
 
 

SARAH MEIKLE
Sarah is a highly accomplished 
marketing and brand 
management professional, 
having led the Positively 
Wellington Tourism marketing 
team since 2007, and recently 
stepped into the role of 
Wellington Culinary Events 
Trust chief executive and Visa 
Wellington on a Plate festival 
director. She has plenty of 
international experience, having 
worked in Australia, the UK, 
Europe, India, Latin America, 
South Africa and the Middle East.
 
 

STEPHEN REINDLER
Stephen brings a wealth of 
governance experience to his 
directorship role, and is presently 
on the boards of Meridian 
Energy, Naylor Love Enterprises, 
Resolve Group and Broome 
International Airport Group. 
He’s also an advisor to Transfield 
Services. Prior to 2008, Stephen 
spent more than 10 years as 
general manager engineering at 
Auckland International Airport 
Ltd, with a 22-year career with 
New Zealand Steel and BHP Steel 
Ltd before that. 
 

ANGUS HASLETT
Angus has a strong 
commercial background in 
the primary industry and 
is currently CRV Oceania 
managing director. He’s also 
been heavily involved in 
sailing (mostly through his 
two children) and is a former 
New Zealand International 
Optimist Dinghy Association 
president. 
 
 

 
 

JENNY DE LISLE
Jenny is a chartered accountant 
and since 1991 has been a 
principal in an accountancy 
practice specialising in small 
businesses. Sailing is in Jenny’s 
blood and she has been 
heavily involved in the sport, 
as a sailor, finance manager 
for major regattas like the 
P-Class and Optimist national 
championships and she was 
also one of the founders of 
the Women on Water (WOW) 
programme which encourages 
women to try sailing. 
 

VIKI MOORE
Based in Canterbury, Viki has 
a background in sales and 
marketing in the travel industry, 
and more recently in politics. 
She is very active in the sailing 
community, from working in the 
industry and racing and cruising 
in her Young 88 to presiding 
over the Little Ship Club of 
Canterbury and founding the 
Women Who Sail New Zealand 
Facebook group. In 2016, Viki 
received a Yachting New Zealand 
Service Award for services to 
yachting in Canterbury.  
 

MURRAY BROWN
Murray has spent more than 
30 years in the finance sector, 
initially in share broking 
but more recently in funds 
management, and is also a 
member of the Institute of 
Directors. He also has a strong 
grassroots sailing background, 
and is a former Starling 
national champion, and was 
the Paremata Boating Club’s 
treasurer for a number of 
years. 

 
 

JOHN COBB
John has a raft of professional 
experience, having spent 20 
years in investment banking 
and wealth management 
before a move into the 
construction industry, and is 
also on a number of boards. 
He’s also a keen sailor, having 
raced keelboats both locally 
and overseas, and in 2017 
competed in the World 
Masters Games.
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OUR TEAM

PATRON 
The Right Honourable  
Dame Patsy Reddy 
GNZM, QSO

NZCT REGIONAL SUPPORT 
OFFICERS 
(L to R) Wayne Holdt, Ian Gardiner, Kim 
Admore, Raynor Haagh

MANAGEMENT
(front L to R) Julie Sutherland, David Abercrombie, Dianne Logan, Beth Orton
(middle L to R) Michael Brown, Peter Kadar, Geoff Woolley, Ian Stewart
(back L to R) Stuart Thomas, Andrew Clouston,Danika Mowlem, Angus Willison
Absent: Kelly Mulcahy, Gareth Moore, Matt Thomas, Nathan Handley, Mark Howard
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BOARD DIRECTORS	 TYPE	 NUMBER OF MEETINGS	 MEETINGS ATTENDED
Greg Knowles	 Elected	 6	 6

John Cobb	 Appointed	 5	 3

Sarah Meikle	 Elected	 6	 5

Steve Reindler	 Appointed	 6	 5

Angus Haslett	 Elected	 6	 5

Jenny de Lisle	 Elected	 6	 6

Murray Brown	 Appointed	 6	 6

Viki Moore	 Elected	 6	 5

GENDER DIVERSITY
The 2017/18 board was made up of 37.5 percent females and 62.5 percent males.

 

OUR SPONSORS

OUR PARTNERS

JOSH JUNIOR HAS MADE AN IMPRESSIVE RETURN TO THE FINN AFTER HELPING EMIRATES TEAM NEW ZEALAND WIN THE AMERICA’S CUP. PHOTO: SAILING ENERGY / WORLD SAILING


