FO R M 1 3 nonTHLnn D Whangarei Office ~ Phone: (09) 438 4639

Fax: (09) 438 0012

nealon nL Kaitaia Office Phone: (09) 408 6600

Opua Office Phone: (09) 402 7516

S U B M I S S I O N counCIL Dargaville Office Phone: (09) 439 3300
Free Phone 0800 002 004

Email mailroom@nrc.govt.nz

ON APPLICATION Putting Northland first ~ Wetsie e govLnz

Important Note:

Please ensure that all sections of this form are completed and that the Northland Regional Council receives this submission before the closing date and time
specified on the notification.

To: Consents Department For Council Use Onl

Northland Regional Council
Private Bag 9021
Whangarei Mail Centre
Whangarei 0148

Full Name Yachting New Zealand

Address for PO Box 91209, Victoria Street West,
Service Auckland

Post Code 1142

Contact Andrew Clouston
Person

Telephone (09) 361 4021 (09) 360 2246

Mobile (027) 4 andrew@yachtingnz.org.nz

Name of Applicant Westpac Mussels Distributors Ltd.

Proposal

(activity ype and location) 125ha farm at Stephenson Island

NRC Application Number  CON20112937101

(Attach additional sheet if necessary)




See attached

(Attach additional sheet if necessary)

The size of the farm be reconsidered to allow for shared use of the eastern bays to allow for sheltered

anchorage.

Substanial Markings (Lights, Buoys and Markers) are used to mark the boundaries of the farm. Especially on
Points "B" and "D" so the farm is visible in all conditions.

Substantial Bond to be posted to cover the removal of all structures and return the environement to it's pre-farm
state when the farm outlives it's use.

Terms and conditions appropriate to control the set up and management of the farm to protect the environment.

(Attach additional sheet if necessary)

Signature:*  Andrew Clouston
(Person making submission, or person authorised to
sign on behalf of person making submission.)




Submission to the NRC on Westpac Mussels Distributors Ltd. Application for a 125ha Mussel farm at

Stephenson Island, near Whangaroa Harbour (CON20112937101)

6. Yachting New Zealand opposes this application.

Yachting New Zealand (YNZ) is the national sports organisation (NSO) which represents

31,000 members in 123 yacht clubs from Taipa in the north to Bluff in the south — also

affiliated are 50 class associations and 40 maritime associations. Many boaties are

involved in both power and sail driven activities.

The reasons we opposed this application are as follows:

The size of the farm is too large. The proposed farm would take up almost the entire easterly
bays of Stephenson Island preventing any other boating users from accessing these bays for
recreation or safety.

It should be noted that marine farms have an influence over a wider area than their immediate
footprint. For example, it is illegal for example vessels to empty holding tanks within 1 kilometre
of a marine farm. Whangaroa Harbour is already very restricted as to where holding tanks can
be emptied. This farm would further restrict activities in the area.

The bay in which the farm is proposed to be located provides sheltered anchorage in Northerly
to South South-Easterly winds.

The entrance to Whangaroa Harbour is narrow and can be a particularly treacherous passage in
certain conditions, seven crew of the yacht “Lionheart” perished when their yacht ran aground
trying to enter the harbour on June 6 1983 at night in rough weather. The inside of Stephenson
Island is the only nearby lee shore where boats who are unable to enter the harbour in these
conditions to take refuge and wait till the conditions allow them to enter the harbour. The size
of the farm would exclude yachts and other boats from seeking shelter when needed.

The position of the farm obstructs long recognised navigational paths along the Northland coast.
Visual pollution impact on an area of natural beauty.

Northland Regional Council is still working through Plan Change 4 which deals with allocating

space for new aquaculture developments.



